
  

 Phone: 713-688-1361     Website: www.houstonisd.org/waltrip  

  

World History Course Syllabus 2018-19  
  

 

 Instructor: Z. Rodriguez  Email: zrodriqu@houstonisd.org  Room: 3210  

Tutorials: During my conference, advocacy, and by appointment      Conference: 3rd/5th period  

 
  

Course Content  

This semester students will explore the documented past of the human experience for the last 

10,000 years. We will dive into how humans have created worlds, changed cultures, developed 

new ideas and technologies, built societies, and interacted across time and space. We will seek 

to understand what this may or may not reveal about what it means to be a human.   

  
Text  

We will use a wide variety of texts, primary and secondary sources, images, videos, and various 

forms of multimedia from a broad spectrum of the human experience. Materials will come from 

Stanford History Education Group, Essential World History, and Discovery Education among 

others. Mr. Rodriguez will provide all texts as needed and/or facilitate free, easy student access.    
  

About the Teacher  

I was born and raised in San Antonio, Texas.  After graduating from Texas A&M University in  

2011 with a bachelor’s degree in history, I spent a year figuring out what to do next before 

teaching in San Antonio for 1 year. I came to Houston in 2013 and have been teaching in 

Houston ISD for the last 6 years. I spent 4 years at Milby High School before coming to Waltrip in 

2017.  

  
Ongoing Objectives  

• By the end of this course, the student will have improved their reading, writing, public 

speaking, positive listening, and research skills.  

• They will also have gained an understanding of the historian’s craft, including evaluation of 

sources, elements of historical writing, crafting a historical argument, and becoming aware of 

current trends and debates within the historian’s world.   

• The student will explore analytical writing and debating through a variety of short writes, 

group work, individual and group research, in addition to analyzing a wide variety of historical 

content. They will develop their knowledge of the world, heighten awareness of contemporary 

society and culture, and articulate informed speculations and ideas about the human 

condition.   



  
Portfolio  

If you would like to maintain an organized portfolio with class work, I will certainly help you 

develop and/or improve a system for doing so. Everyone stays organized in their own ways. I will 

help you figure out what way works best for you and provide materials as necessary.  

  
Grading Scale  

I will stick with the HISD guidelines on grading.   

Tests/Exams = 35%   

Daily Work = 30%   

Quizzes = 20%   

Homework = 15%    

I am more than willing to support students with their grades if they consistently show effort and 

make efforts to seek assistance through advocacy and/or finish with extra time.    

  
Attendance and Participation  

Attendance and participation are vital, but I do understand that we are all humans. If you are 

going to be out, and know about it in advance, please let me know so we can work out 

arrangements to ensure you still have an opportunity to grasp the day’s goals.  

  
Daily Required Materials  

1.Your mind    2. Something with which to write   3. Laptop    

  

Unit Overviews  

  

Unit One  

  This unit will focus on the emergence of humanity, pre-civilization and the birth of river valley 

civilizations.  Questions addressed: What was the Neolithic Revolution? What factors led to the rise of the 

first civilizations? What were the accomplishments of the early river valley civilizations? (TEKS: 1A, 2A, 

2B, 2C, 15B, 16B, 17A, 17B, 19A, 20B, 27A, 29A, 29B, 30A, 29F, 30A)  

  

Unit Two  

  The second Unit will continue to examine early civilizations with emphasis on empires and 

classical civilizations.  Questions Addressed: What were the major accomplishments of the civilizations of 

India and China during the “Classical Era? What factors caused the rise of Persia, Greece, and Rome? 

(TEKS: 1B, 3A, 3B, 3C, 15A, 19B, 20A, 22B, 23A, 25A, 25B, 27A, 27E, 29F, 30A, 30C)  

  

Unit Three  

  Unit three focuses on the impact of Islam and the European feudal system. Questions addressed: 

How did the system of feudalism restore order to western Europe? How as western Europe affected by 

the collapse of Rome?  What were the political, economic, and social effects of the spread of Islamic 

culture? (TEKS: 1C, 4A, 4C, 4D, 4F, 15A, 15B, 23A, 25D, 27A, 29C, 29F, 30A, 30C)  

  

Unit Four  

  This unit pivots to Asia and the importance of global trade routes. Questions addressed:  What 

were the main characteristics of the Byzantine Empire? How did religious beliefs shape lifestyles in this 

period? What were the major civilizations of Asia in the post-classical period era? (TEKS: 1C, 4A, 4B, 4E, 

4G, 4H, 4I, 4J, 4K, 15A, 15B, 16B, 20B, 27A, 29C, 29F, 30A, 30C)  

  



Unit Five  

  At this point in history, Europeans have a great impact on New World civilizations and the 

Mongols create the largest empire the world has ever seen.  Questions addressed: What were the major 

characteristics of the Maya, Inca, and Aztec civilizations? How did the voyages of Christopher Columbus 

forever change the world? What were the achievements of the Ottomans, Mongols, and Ming Chinese? 

(TEKS: 1D, 6A, 6B, 7A, 7B, 7C, 7D, 7E, 7F, 15A, 15B, 21C, 27B, 29C, 29F, 30A)  

  

Unit Six  

  Unit six examines the emergence and the legacy of the European Renaissance and the 

Protestant Reformation.  Questions addressed: What was the Renaissance and why did it happen?   

Would a Protestant Reformation happen without Martin Luther? (TEKS: 1D, 5A, 5B, 25C, 26A, 26B, 27C, 

29C, 29F, 29G, 30A, 31B)  

Unit Seven  

  The Enlightenment and a more secular philosophy emerges and is embraced in Europe and  

America.  Questions Addressed: How did the Scientific Revolution change people’s view of the natural 

world? How were the American and French Revolution alike and different?  How did Latin American 

colonies achieve their independence?  (TEKS: 1E, 9A, 9B, 9C, 9D, 20A, 20B, 20C, 27D, 27E, 29C, 29F, 29G, 

30A)  

  

     

Unit Eight  

  During these years, humans were able to industrialize and the need for raw materials and 

markets prompted industrial nations to embark on Imperial endeavors.  Questions Addressed: How does 

the free enterprise system work? What factors caused the Industrial Revolution? How did the Industrial 

Revolution change the ways people lived? What ere the causes of the “New Imperialism”? Was the 

overall impact of imperialism good or bad? (TEKS: 1E, 8A, 8B, 8C, 8D, 8E, 16B, 17A, 17B, 18A, 18F, 28A, 

28B, 28E, 29C, 29D, 29G, 30A, 30C)  

  

Units Nine & Ten  

  The emphasis here is the two world wars. The causes of WWI and how it led to WWII.  Questions 

addressed: Could World War I have been avoided?  How did new military technologies make warfare 

more destructive?  Did the allies lay the seeds for future problems in the peace settlement of 1919?  

What factors allowed the rise of totalitarian dictators like Mussolini and Hitler? What were the main 

causes of World War II? How were the allies able to defeat the dictators and win the war? (TEKS: 1F, 10A, 

10B, 10C,  

10D, 11A, 11B, 12A, 12B, 15A, 18B, 18C, 18D, 20D, 28C, 29F, 30A) (TEKS: 1F, 12B, 12C, 13A, 13B, 13C, 13D, 

15A, 18E, 20D, 22D, 28C, 28E, 29C, 30A, 30C, 31B)  

  

Unit Eleven  

  Unit eleven covers material from the Cold War to the present.  Questions addressed: What were 

the causes and main events of the Cold War? What factors brought an end to the Cold War?  What can 

be done to prevent global terrorism? How can human rights be protected? How is globalization changing 

our world today? (TEKS: 1F, 13E, 13F, 14A, 14B, 17C, 22C, 22D, 22E, 29D, 29E)  

       



  

  

  

  

  

  


